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Colorado legislature enacts new tenure law for teachers 


A recent bulletin from the Colo- 
rado Federation of Teachers con- 
tains information concerning the 
tenure law passed in the 1953 ses- 
sion of the Colorado legislature. 
Although the Colorado Federation 
was able to have the original bill 
amended in several important re- 
spects, the law which was adopted 
still has some bad features: 

1. It provides, in addition to a 
number of specific reasons for dis- 
missal, that a teacher may be dis- 
missed for “any other good or just 
cause.” There is danger in the vague- 
ness of this wording. 

2. Since the law does not require 
that technical rules of evidence be 
followed in hearings before the 
school board, it is possible to rely on 
malicious hearsay in such hearings. 

3. The law states that the findings 
of fact of the board of education 
shall be “final and conclusive” and 
that these findings shall not be set 
aside by any court except for “fraud, 
gross abuse of discretion, or the vio- 
lation of any other law.” There may 
be wide differences of opinion as to 


just when “abuse of discretion” be- 
comes “gross.” 

Various amendments adopted as a 
result of the work of the Colorado 
Federation of Teachers provide: 

l. That principals as well as 
teachers retain teacher tenure. 

2. That there shall be no more 
than a 30-day waiting period for a 
teacher to have a hearing (instead of 
the 60-day period proposed). 

3. That a teacher may have organi- 
zational counsel, in addition to legal 
counsel, at a hearing before the 
school board. 

4. That the teacher may choose 
whether he or she wants a public 
or a private hearing (rather than 
having the board determine the kind 
of hearing to be held). 

5. That both “certification” and 
“training” shall be taken into con- 
sideration when a teacher is trans- 
ferred from one position to another. 
The bill originally provided that cer- 
tification or training should be con- 
sidered. 

6. That the probationary period 
shall be for three years, rather than 


Philadelphia lists major projects of a busy year 


3 PHILADELPHIA, PA.— The 
Philadelphia Federation of 
Teachers has had a busy year. 

In November the Board of Educa- 
tion proposed a $200 increase for 
1953 in addition to regular incre- 
ments. Local 3 conducted a cam- 
paign against financing part of the 
building program out of current 
revenue when salaries were lower 
than in other large cities and in 
suburban communities. The Board 
finally added another increment of 
$200 to the maximum salaries as of 
September, 1953. Some inequities 
under that plan are still to be cor- 
rected. 

Two years ago the Greater Phila- 
delphia Movement recommended a 
longer school day to cut down the 
number of additional teachers need- 
ed with rising enrollment. The local 
began working against this proposal 
at once. In January 1952 the Board 
of Education instructed the Super 
intendent to prepare a plan for a 
half-hour longer in the senior high 
schools as of September, 1953. Board 
members, the Central Labor Union, 
parent groups were interviewed and 
sent material as the situation de 
veloped. Representatives of the local 
and the Central Labor Union's Edu- 
cation Committee appeared before 
the Board’s sub-committee. As of 


the date of this report [March 25] 
we know Local 3 was effective in 
killing the proposal of a shorter 
lunch period. We think now that 
the Board will delay adoption of a 
longer day and probably forget 
about it for a long while, at least. 

Various other projects for im- 
provement of working conditions 
had to be postponed until a shorter 
lunch period and a longer school 
day were no longer a threat. 

In October the Federation Re- 
porter attacked the propaganda in 
an in-service course given by Amer- 
icans for the Competitive Enterprise 
System, known as ACES. The result 
was a much fairer presentation in 
the next course. 

Representatives have served with 
various groups of the Fellowship 
Commission, the Leaders’ Council, 
the Equal Educational Opportunities 
Committee, and the Council for 
Equal Job Opportunity. The local 
also is a member of the State Coun 
cil for an F.E.P.C, 

At a luncheon on March 14 the 
speakers were: President Bond of 
Lincoln University, who discussed 
the democratic traditions in early 
Pennsylvania history; Mr. Chester- 
man, chairman of the state Little 
Hoover Committee; Senator Silvert 
of the Education Committee of the 
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for four full years, as was proposed. 

7. That “permanent supply” 
teachers shall not be used to avoid 
employing probationary or tenure 
teachers. As the Colorado Federa- 
tion bulletin states, “this probably 
was one of the major amendments 
to the bill in terms of protecting the 
rights of all teachers to be regularly 
appointed on a probationary or 
tenure status rather than serving in 
a supply teacher capacity in the 
same classroom from day to day 
without benefit of retirement or 
tenure or sick leave or increasing 
steps on a salary schedule.” 

8. That there shall be no reduction 
in the salary of any classroom 
teacher unless there is a general 
reduction of the salary of the majori- 
ty of teachers in the school district. 
This amendment should help to pre- 
vent the penalizing of one or two or 
several teachers by reducing their 
salaries. 

9. That no teacher shall be dis- 
criminated against “because of race, 
creed, or color in the assignment to 
any position, grade, or school.” 


Pennsylvania Senate; Mr. Linsen- 
berg, of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania Law School and the Phila- 
delphia branch of A.C.L.U. 

The newest issue is a lowering of 
standards in the examinations for 
teachers. A brief has been sent to 
all members of the Board of Educa- 
tion before this matter comes up for 
a vote. 

Marcaret Root, President 
Philadelphia Federation of Teachers 


West Suburban local 
votes increase 
in union dues 
57 WEST SUBURBS, ILL.—By 
referendum vote union dues 
for membership in Local 571 were 
increased, effective with the second 
semi-annual payment date in 1952. 
The scale of dues is graduated ac- 
cording to contract salaries. A grad- 
uated scale has been the policy of 
the local since it was first chartered 
by the AFT. The present scale re- 
quires a yearly payment of: 
$10 on salaries under $3,000 
$12 on salaries $3,000-$3,499 
$14 on salaries $3,500-$3,999 
$16 on salaries $4,000-$4,499 
$18 on salaries $4,500-$4,999 
$20 on salaries $5,000-$5,499 
$22 on salaries $5,500-$5,999 
$24 on salaries $6,000 and up 
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THE 1953 A.F.T. CONVENTION 
Will Be Held August 17-21 


in 


PEORIA, ILLINOIS 


Convention Headquarters . . . . . Hotel Pere Marquette 
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